RESOLUTION: RES2025025

RESOLUTION COMMITTING THE
TOWN OF WAXHAW TO VISION ZERO

WHEREAS, between 2020 and 2024, there were approximately 1,780 reported crashes in
Waxhaw, North Carolina, resulting in 23 fatal and serious injury (FSI) crashes:

WHEREAS, crashes involving a bicycle had a 50% chance of resulting in an FSI crash:
WHEREAS, crashes involving a motorcycle had a 28.6% chance of resulting in an FSI crash:
WHEREAS, crashes involving a pedestrian had an 18.8% chance of resulting in an FSI crash:

WHEREAS, a third of all crashes involving a pedestrian occurred along the South Main Street
(NC-75) and North Broome Street (NC-16) corridors in the Downtown Waxhaw area:

WHEREAS, Waxhaw’s most vulnerable transportation users are typically not in vehicles, and
bicyclists, motorcyclists, and pedestrians are much more likely to be Killed or severely injured in
a crash:

WHEREAS, most crashes occur at high-volume intersections like those around Downtown and
areas along Providence Road (NC-16), Cuthbertson Road, Gray Byrum Road, and Bonds Grove
Church Road;

WHEREAS, intersections with high FSI crash rates most often occur where there are design
challenges and higher approach speeds:

WHEREAS, when normalized to account for traffic volumes, corridors with higher FSI crashes
tend to be along more rural roads like Waxhaw-Marvin Road, Rehobeth Road. Waxhaw-Indian
Trail Road. and Old Waxhaw-Monroe Road. While fewer people travel these corridors when
compared to NC-16, higher speeds and design challenges make them less safe for users:

WHEREAS, the life and health of all people living and traveling within the Town of Waxhaw are
our utmost priority, and no one should die or be severely injured while traveling on our streets;

WHEREAS, traffic deaths and serious injuries on our roadways are unacceptable:




WHEREAS, the Town'’s transportation infrastructure serves an increasing number of vulnerable
road users such as bicyclists, motorcyclists, and pedestrians;

WHEREAS, Vision Zero is the commitment to reduce traffic deaths to zero and increase roadway
safety using a Safe Systems approach;

WHEREAS, according to the United States Department of Transportation (USDOT) Federal
Highway Administration, the Safe Systems approach was founded on the public health principles
that humans make mistakes and that human bodies have limited ability to tolerate crash impacts:

WHEREAS, applying the Safe System approach involves anticipating human mistakes by design
designing and managing road infrastructure to keep the risk of a mistake low, and when a mistake
leads to a crash. the impact on the human body doesn’t result in a fatality or severe injury:

WHEREAS, there are six (6) principles that form the basis of the Safe System approach: deaths
and serious injuries are unacceptable, humans make mistakes, humans are vulnerable,
responsibility is shared, safety is proactive, and redundancy is crucial;

WHEREAS, the Safe System approach requires supporting a safety culture that places safety first
and foremost in road system investment decisions, and to achieve a zero death vision, everyone
must accept that fatalities and serious injuries are unacceptable and preventable:

WHEREAS, Vision Zero recognizes that people will sometimes make mistakes, so the road
system and related policies should be designed to ensure that those inevitable mistakes do not
result in severe injuries or fatalities, and therefore, transportation planners, engineers, police and
policymakers are expected to improve the roadway environment, policies, and other related
systems to lessen the severity of crashes:

WHEREAS, streets and transportation systems have traditionally been designed primarily to
move cars efficiently, and Vision Zero supports a paradigm shift by designing streets and
transportation systems to move all people safely, including people of all ages and abilities,
bicyclists, motorcyclists, and pedestrians, as well as drivers and passengers of motor vehicles;

WHEREAS, successful Vision Zero programs are a result of both a complete government
approach (i.e. interdepartmental, coordinated initiatives) and community support of Vision Zero
objectives and action plans;

WHEREAS, making a commitment to zero traffic deaths means addressing all aspects of safety
through the following five (5) Safe System elements that, together, create a holistic approach with
layers of protection for road users: safe road users, safe vehicles, safe speeds, safe roads, and post-
crash care:

WHEREAS, this resolution reflects the formal commitment to end traffic deaths and severe
injuries in the Town of Waxhaw, North Carolina:

WHEREAS, the Town of Waxhaw seeks to provide a safe, accessible, multimodal transportation
system for all road users in its area; and
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WHEREAS, Vision Zero Waxhaw provides an additional framework for reducing traffic deaths
and serious injuries to zero.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Commissioners of the Town of
Waxhaw. North Carolina hereby acknowledges that traffic deaths and severe injuries are
preventable and therefore unacceptable on our roadways and do hereby adopt and support the
USDOT Federal Highway Administration’s Safe Systems Approach and NC Vision Zero
initiative, and commit to the following:

|. The Town of Waxhaw commits to eliminating all fatal crashes, with a 50% reduction in
severe injury crashes, by 2035.

2. The Town of Waxhaw commits to eliminating all fatal and severe injury (FSI) crashes, by
2045.

Duly adopted this 14™ day of October 2025.

a Mayor

arbara Bruce, Town Clerk




